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BROWN COUNTY’S MAPLE LEAF PERFORMING ARTS CENTER HIRES NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
Dana Beth Evans named leader of new 2000-seat entertainment venue in Nashville 

 
NASHVILLE, Ind., (December 7, 2018) – With construction on Brown County’s new 2000-seat 
entertainment venue well underway, the Maple Leaf Performing Arts Center has officially hired an 
executive director.  
 
Dana Beth Evans, an experienced leader in the non-profit theater world, was hired by the Maple Leaf 
Management Group in November after an extensive search. With over 20 years of experience in the 
non-profit sector, Evans has successfully restored and managed multiple theaters in her professional 
career.  
 
A graduate of Western Kentucky University and Louisville College, Evans is stepping into her role at the 
Maple Leaf Performing Arts Center after serving as general manager of the Community Arts Center, a 
2,200-seat historic theater in Williamsport, Pennsylvania. 
 
Before operating a theater of comparable size to the Maple Leaf in Pennsylvania, Evans served as 
director of the Monroe County History Center in Bloomington. Previously, she was executive director of 
the refurbished 1920s Tivoli Theatre in Spencer, Indiana. From 2003 until 2010, Evans also held dual 
roles in Elizabethtown, Kentucky, as executive director of the Elizabethtown-Hardin County Heritage 
Council and executive director of the Historic State Theater Complex, where she was charged with 
heading restoration of the theater. Prior to stepping in to the theater arena, Evans led Elizabethtown’s 
Main Street program, which seeks to celebrate a community’s character and revitalize its economy.  
 
With her experience managing theaters, her background in Indiana, and her fun-loving extroverted 
personality, Evans was the obvious choice for the position. Being closer to her sons and grandchildren, 
along with relocating back to the Bloomington/Brown County area, were just icing on the cake for Evans.  
 
“I was born and raised in a small town, so I couldn’t wait to come back to that,” said Evans. “This area 
just feels like home to me and so far, I’ve been very welcomed and humbled by the response from the 
local community.” 
 
Since being hired, Evans has hit the ground running, working with the Maple Leaf Management Group 
and other Maple Leaf committees on the venue’s strategic plan. In the immediate future, Evans will 
begin her work drafting policies and procedures, establishing a volunteer program, developing 
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marketing and operations plans, and locking in contracts with vendors, booking agencies, and 
performers.  
 
“I’m very excited to see this project develop from the ground up,” said Evans. “I’m looking forward to 
working with the local community and nearby region to grow this venue and create what we want its 
new history to be.” 
 
Very grateful for the opportunity Evans is in high-spirits about the Maple Leaf Performing Arts Center. 
“This project is huge for the area,” she said. “This state-of-the-area facility holds great potential for 
positive economic impact on the area and is a big boost for tourism to Brown County.” 
 
With construction in progress, the Maple Leaf Performing Arts Center is estimated to open in September 
2019, with a handful of soft openings throughout the summer. Tickets are likely to go on sale as early as 
April. 
 
For more information on the Maple Leaf Performing Arts Center, email asitzman@browncounty.com, or 
call 812-988-7303.  
 

### 
 

About the Maple Leaf Performing Arts Center: The Maple Leaf Performing Arts Center is a 2000-seat 
entertainment venue that is currently under construction in Brown County, Indiana with an estimated 
opening date of September 2019. Once completed, the Maple Leaf will host a wide variety of local, 
regional, and national acts, including concerts, plays, comedians, and more.  
 
About Brown County, Ind.: No matter what you’re looking for, escape comes naturally in Brown County. 
Eclectic boutiques and galleries, breathtaking scenery, welcoming accommodations, and endless 
outdoor adventures await in one of America’s original artists’ colonies. From art to the great outdoors, 
there’s something for everyone to enjoy, and for most, it’s only a short drive away. Unplug from daily 
life and reconnect with one another as you experience the rustic beauty and artisanal charm of Brown 
County. Plan your escape today…you’ll be glad you did. 
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